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prises: a first switching circulator having a first port coupled
to a first short circuit of a first phase length; and a second
switching circulator coupled in series with the first switching
circulator, the second switching circulator having a second
port coupled to a second short circuit of a second phase
length, the second switching circulator configured to switch
in the second short circuit when the first short circuit is
switched out by the first switching circulator, and switch out
the second short circuit when the first short circuit is switched
in by the first switching circulator.
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR FERRITE
CIRCULATOR PHASE SHIFTERS

BACKGROUND

Ferrite switching circulators can be configured as low loss
switched line phase shifters for applications such as beam
steering for phased arrays or autotrack modulators for
improved beacon tracking in satellite applications. One com-
mon problem with switched line phase shifters available
today is phase tracking over temperature. That is, the inser-
tion phase of a circulator can change by a few degrees of
phase per degree Celsius due to the changes in ferrite material
properties over temperature. Thus the effect of temperature
on the total phase shift provided by such devices will vary
depending on the total number of circulator pass throughs
incurred. In one proposed approach to address phase tracking
over temperature, two circulators are connected together
through two different sections of waveguide with different
insertion phase lengths. However, the downside of this
approach is that the phase shifter becomes physically large if
more than one bit is required. In satellite applications, small
size and mass are critical considerations, so a need is present
for a switched line phase shifter that has both inherent tem-
perature stability and can be achieved in a compact size.

For the reasons stated above and for other reasons stated
below which will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon reading and understanding the specification, there is a
need in the art for improved systems and methods for ferrite
circulator phase shifters.

SUMMARY

The Embodiments of the present disclosure provide meth-
ods and systems for switched circulator pair shifters and will
be understood by reading and studying the following speci-
fication.

In one embodiment, a multi-bit phase shifter comprises: a
first switching circulator having a first port coupled to a first
short circuit of a first phase length; and a second switching
circulator coupled in series with the first switching circulator,
the second switching circulator having a second port coupled
to a second short circuit of a second phase length, the second
switching circulator configured to switch in the second short
circuit when the first short circuit is switched out by the first
switching circulator, and switch out the second short circuit
when the first short circuit is switched in by the first switching
circulator.

DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present disclosure can be more easily
understood and further advantages and uses thereof more
readily apparent, when considered in view of the description
of the preferred embodiments and the following figures in
which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a switched circulator pair of
one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a switched circulator pair 4-bit
phase shifter of one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a switched circulator pair
multi-bit phase shifter of one embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a switched circulator pair of
one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5is a block diagram of a switched circulator pair 2-bit
phase shifter of one embodiment of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 6 is a block diagram of method of one embodiment of
the present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of system incorporating a
switched circulator pair phase shifter of one embodiment of
the present disclosure.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize features relevant to the present disclosure. Refer-
ence characters denote like elements throughout figures and
text.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which is shown by way of specific illustrative embodiments in
which the invention may be practiced. These embodiments
are described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the
art to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that
other embodiments may be utilized and that logical, mechani-
cal and electrical changes may be made without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. The following
detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting
sense.

Embodiments of the present disclosure provide for ferrite
circulator phase shifters comprising one or more switched
circulator pairs. As the term is used herein, and as illustrated
in FI1G. 1, a switched circulator pair (shown at 100) comprises
a first switching circulator 110 and a second switching circu-
lator 120. Both switching circulators 110, 120 are ferrite
circulator waveguides that comprise an input port (111, 121),
an output port (112, 122), and a short circuit port (113, 123).
Depending on a selected direction of circulation (i.e., clock-
wise (CW) or counter-clockwise (CCW)), RF energy passes
into aninput port (111, 121) and flows either to the output port
(112, 122) or the short circuit port (113, 123). When the
switching circulator is switched to the output port (112, 122),
RF energy entering the input port (111, 121) flows through the
circulator in a first direction and then out through the output
port (112, 122).

When the circulator is switched to the short circuit port
(113,123), RF energy entering the input port (111, 121) flows
through the circulator in the opposite direction and out
through the short circuit port (113, 123). The RF energy then
flows into a short circuit (114, 124) of a set phase length and
gets reflected back into the circulator via the short circuit port
(113,123). Upon re-entry into the circulator, the RF energy is
directed to the output port (112, 122). As such, it is clear that
when a circulator is switched directly to the output port, the
RF energy makes a single pass through the circulator. When a
circulator is switched to the short circuit port, the RF energy
makes two passes through the circulator (once from the input
port to the short circuit port, and once from the short-circuit
port to the output port). As the terms are used throughout this
disclosure, a short circuit is defined to be “switched in” by a
circulator when the circulator is switched to the short circuit
port for that short circuit and a short circuit is defined to be
“switched out” by a circulator when the circulator is switched
to the output port and bypasses that short circuit.

The switching circulators 110, 120 are always switched as
a pair such that at any one time one, and only one, of the two
switching circulators 110, 120 are switched to the short cir-
cuit port (113, 123). That is, when the first switching circu-
lator 110 is switched to output port 112, the second switch
circulator 120 is switched to short circuit port 123. Con-
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versely, when the first switching circulator 110 is switched to
short circuit port 113, the second switch circulator 120 is
switched to output port 122.

As shown in FIG. 1, the output port 112 of switching
circulator 110 is directed into the input port 121 of switching
circulator 120. In this configuration, switched circulator pair
100 operates as a single bit phase shifter. That is, in its base
state (which may be referred to as a “reference state” or state
“0”) RF energy is switched to short circuit port 113 and
undergoes a phase shift of @, degrees, which is determined by
the phase length of short circuit 114. When set to its “switched
state” (or state “1””) RF energy is switched to flow to short
circuit port 123 and undergoes a phase shift of &, degrees,
which is determined by the phase length of short circuit 124.
Note that the “phase lengths™ referred to herein refer to the
insertion phase, such as measured as S-Parameter S21 on a
two port device, and not necessarily a physical length of the
short circuits.

For example, in one embodiment, short circuit 114 is con-
figured to provide a phase shift #,=0° and short circuit 124 is
configured to provide a phase shift of @,=90°. In operation,
when the single bit phase shifter is set to state (0), RF energy
enters the input port 111, flows into the short circuit 114, gets
reflected back into circulator 110, and leaves circulator 110
via output port 112. Then the RF energy enters input port 121
of circulator 120, travels through the circulator and exits via
output port 122 (i.e., without circulating to short circuit 124).
With the single bit phase shifter is set to state (1), RF energy
enters the input port 111, and is directed to output port 112
(i.e., without circulating to short circuit 114). The RF energy
enters input port 121 of circulator 120 and flows into the short
circuit 124, where it gets reflected back into circulator 120
and then exits via output port 122. Thus for this example,
when switched to state 0, switched circulator pair 100 imparts
a zero degree phase reference phase shift on the RF energy.
When switched to state 1, switched circulator pair 100
imparts a 90 degree phase shift on the RF energy.

Regardless of whether the switched circulator pair 100 is
switched to state O or state 1, the RF energy flowing through
switched circulator pair 100 will always incur three circulator
pass-throughs. That is, with embodiments of the present dis-
closure, each bit comprises two series connected circulators,
configured to require the same number of total passes through
the two circulator, regardless of the phase setting or “state” of
the switched circulator pair. Although this topology does
incur the cost of insertion losses due to the number of circu-
lator pass-throughs, this topology also provides the advantage
of'temperature stability because the effects of temperature on
insertion phase will not vary as a function of the switching
state. For example if RF energy flowing through switched
circulator pair 100 were to incur a 6° insertion phase per
degree Celsius due to changes in the ferrite material proper-
ties over temperature, that 6° insertion phase component
would be the same regardless of which state switched circu-
lator pair 100 is switched to. Further, the relative phase
between the two states (e.g. 90 degrees in the example of the
previous paragraph) will remain the same as both states’
insertion phase change at the same rate.

In one embodiment, switching of circulators 110 and 120 is
accomplished by a bit driver 130 coupled to a magnetizing
winding 134 which runs through both circulators 110 and 120
in order to establish magnetizing fields in the ferrite elements
of the circulators. With the magnetizing winding 134 thread
through the circulators 110 and 120, the direction of low-loss
propagation through the circulator can be switched back and
forth to direct RF energy to either short circuit ports or output
ports as described above. A current pulse from bit driver 130
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into magnetizing winding 134 of a first polarity will set
switched circulator pair 100 to state O while a current pulse
from bit driver 130 magnetizing winding 134 of an opposite
second polarity will set switched circulator pair 100 to state 1.
Although FIG. 1 illustrates a single magnetizing winding
controlling the state of both circulator 110 and 120, in other
embodiments, separate windings can be used with their
respective drivers controlled to achieve the same coordinated
switching effect. Additional details regarding options and
alternatives for circulators 110 and 120 can be found in issued
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,885,257 and 7,561,003 and U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/906,458, each of which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, multiple switched circulator pairs
(such as pair 100) may be coupled together to form a 4-bit
phase shifter 200. In this illustrated embodiment, four
switched circulator pairs (shown as 210-1 to 210-4) are com-
bined as shown in FIG. 2 to form the 4-bit phase shifter 200.
Each of the switched circulator pairs 210-1 to 210-4 is oper-
ated by a corresponding bit driver 230-1 to 230-4 via respec-
tive magnetizing windings 235-1 to 235-4.

In this embodiment, the respective short circuits for the
reference state of each pair has a phase length configured to
provide a reference phase shift (shown as @z, 5 3 4=0°. The
switched state short circuits for each of the switched circula-
tor pairs 210-1 to 210-4 are configured for respective values
such as 180°,90°, 45°,22.5° for example. As illustrated in the
Table 1 below, the 4-bit phase shifter 200 thus provides for a
combination of 16 possible phase shifts. RF energy passes
through each of the switched circulator pairs 210-1 to 210-4
three times, for a total of 12 circulator pass-throughs regard-
less of which of the 16 possible states phase shifter 200 is set
to. Relative temperature stability is preserved because the
effects of temperature on insertion phase will not vary as a
function of which of the 16 switching states is used.

TABLE 1
4-Bit J from J from J from J from Cumulative
Setting 210-4 210-3 210-2 210-1 3 (deg.)
0000 0 0 0 0 0
0001 0 0 0 22.5 22.5
0010 0 0 45 0 45
0011 0 0 45 22.5 67.5
0100 0 90 0 0 90
0101 0 90 0 22.5 112.5
0110 0 90 45 0 135
0111 0 90 45 22.5 157.5
1000 180 0 0 0 180
1001 180 0 0 22.5 202.5
1010 180 0 45 0 225
1011 180 0 45 22.5 247.5
1100 180 90 0 0 270
1101 180 90 0 22.5 292.5
1110 180 90 45 0 315
1111 180 90 45 22.5 337.5

FIG. 3 provides another example embodiment of a multi-
bit phase shifter 300 of N bits, comprising N switched circu-
lator pairs 310-1 to 310-N each as described with respect to
circulator pair 100 above. Each of the switched circulator
pairs 310-1 to 310-N is operated by a corresponding bit driver
330-1 to 330-N via respective magnetizing windings 335-1to
335-N. Note that although the reference state short circuit has
been illustrated above as coupled to the first switching circu-
lator of a pair, with the switched state short circuit coupled to
the second switching circulator, in alternate embodiments
that configuration can be optionally reversed in one or more
of'the switched circulator pairs 310-1 to 310-N. Also note that



US 9,425,494 B2

5

the phase lengths described herein for any of the short circuits
may be considered relative descriptions, where the difference
between the two round trip short circuit lengths within a
switched circulator pairs is X° and the actual phase lengths
are @z,~Y° and @5,~Y°+X°. For example, with respect to
switched circulator pair 310-1, in one embodiment, the phase
length of short circuit 314-1 may provide @z, =45° and the
phaselength of short circuit 324-1 may provide ,,,=135°. In
that case, switching the state of switched circulator pairs
310-1 would make a relative difference of 90° of phase shift
in the output of phase shifter 300.

Possible alternate implementations of any of the embodi-
ments described herein may include the addition of fixed
isolators 410 as shown in FIG. 4. When switching into short
circuits, the reflections can create standing waves. So, isola-
tors 410 may be desired at the input and output of a multi-bit
phase shifter in order to improve the input and output return
loss. Isolators may also be included between the phase bits to
absorb reflections between the bits. When using the size
reduction concepts shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,885,257, 7,561,
003, and the pending Ser. No. 13/906,458 US patent applica-
tion, the size and insertion loss impact of these additional
isolators with be minimized.

Further, as illustrated in FIG. 5, it should be noted that the
two switching circulators which comprise a switched circu-
lator pair need not be adjacent to each other in the topology of
amulti-bit phase shifter. FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of
such a multi-bit phase shifter 500. In this embodiment, a first
switched circulator pair comprises a first switching circulator
510-1 and a second switching circulator 510-2. The second
switch circulator pair similarly comprises a first switching
circulator 520-1 and a second switching circulator 520-2. As
opposed to the circulator of a given pair being directly
coupled in series, they are indirectly coupled by at least one
intervening switching circulator. That is, the output of circu-
lator 510-1 is coupled to the input of circulator 520-1, whose
output is in turn coupled to the input of circulator 510-2.
However, it should be noted that this alternate topology is
functionally identical to any of the above embodiments and
may be applied to a multi-bit phase shifter having any “n”
number of bits. Temperature stability is preserved because the
effects of temperature on insertion phase will not vary as a
function the switching state. RF energy passes through each
of the switched circulator pairs three times, regardless of the
state phase shifter is set to.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method 600 of one
embodiment of the present disclosures which may be imple-
mented in conjunction with any of the device embodiments
and their alternates and options described herein. Method 600
begins at 610 with selecting between a first phase shift value
and a second phase shift value. The method proceeds to 620
with switching a flow of RF energy into a first short circuit
coupled to a first switching circulator but not a second short
circuit of the second switching circulator when the first phase
shift value is selected. The method proceeds to 630 with
switching the flow of RF energy into the second short circuit
coupled to the second switching circulator but not the first
short circuit of the first switching circulator when the second
phase shift value is selected. As indicated at 640, the first
switching circulator comprising a first input port, a first out-
put port, and a first short circuit port coupled to the first short
circuit and the second switching circulator further comprising
a second input port, a second output port, and a second short
circuit port coupled to the second short circuit. RF energy
flowing from the first output port of the first switching circu-
lator is coupled to the second input port of the second switch-
ing circulator. The first and second short circuits will impart a
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phase change based on their phase length. In one embodi-
ment, either the first or second short circuit may reflect RF
energy back with a phase shift of zero degrees. Alternately, in
one embodiment, both the first and second short circuit may
reflect RF energy back with a phase shift other than zero
degrees. Switching the flow of RF energy into the first or
second short circuit may be implemented by a bit driver
sending a polarized current pulse that runs through the circu-
lators via a magnetizing winding as described above. A pulse
of a first polarization will select the first short circuit while a
pulse of the opposite polarization will select the second short
circuit. In one embodiment, the first switching circulator and
the second switching circulator together define a bit of a
multi-bit phase shifter. The bit is in a first state when the first
short circuit is switched in by the first switching circulator,
and the bit is in a second state when the second short circuit is
switched in by the second switching circulator. Accordingly,
in one implementation, multiple instances of process 600 may
be concurrently implemented in order to realize a multi-bit
phase shifter. For the reasons described above, RF energy
flowing through the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator will make the same total number of cir-
culator pass-throughs regardless of whether the bit is in the
first state or the second state.

It is foreseen that embodiments of the present application
may be implemented in many different applications where the
relative phase of two RF signals is to be adjusted. For
example, FIG. 7 illustrates an example system 700 of one
embodiment of the present disclosure. System 700 comprises
a first component 710 and a second component 720 that each
produce RF signal (shown as RF(e1) and RF(#2)). System
700 further comprises at least one multi-bit phase shifter 730
(which may be implemented by any of the phase shifters
described with respect to FIG. 1-6) and a phase controller 740
(which may be implemented via one or more bit drivers as
described above with respect to FIG. 1-6). As indicated in
FIG. 7, a multi-bit phase shifter 730 may be place in-line with
the RF output of one of the elements 710 or 720 to modify the
relative signal phase angle between the two RF signal to a
desired phase angle (indicated by Astarget). For example,
where it is desired to obtain a maximum summation of the two
signals, phase controller 740 can adjust the bit states of multi-
bit phase shifter 730 to add a phase shift of Aes onto RF(e2)
to establish a Aetarget where the two signals are as closely
in-phase as possible. In other applications, such as a modu-
lation scheme for example, it may be desired to phase shift
RF(#2) to be 90 degrees out of phase from RF(e1) so that they
have an in-phase vs. quadrature-phase relationship, for
example. In that case phase controller 740 can adjust the bit
states of multi-bit phase shifter 730 to add a phase shift of Aes
onto RF(92) to establish a Aetarget where the two signals are
90 degrees out of phase. Then as the output of one or both of
the components 710, 720 drift over time, phase controller 740
can further adjust multi-bit phase shifter 730 to maintain the
desired relative phase difference between the outputs. In one
alternate implementation, an optional second multi-bit phase
shifter (shown at 730") may be utilized so that the RF phase
angle outputs of both components 710, 720 can be adjusted.

Example Embodiments

Example 1 includes a multi-bit phase shifter comprising a
first switching circulator having a first port coupled to a first
short circuit of a first phase length; and a second switching
circulator coupled in series with the first switching circulator,
the second switching circulator having a second port coupled
to a second short circuit of a second phase length, the second
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switching circulator configured to switch in the second short
circuit when the first short circuit is switched out by the first
switching circulator, and switch out the second short circuit
when the first short circuit is switched in by the first switching
circulator.

Example 2 includes the phase shifter of example 1, the first
switching circulator further comprising a first input port, a
first output port, and a first short circuit port coupled to the
first short circuit; and the second switching circulator further
comprising a second input port, a second output port, and a
second short circuit port coupled to the second short circuit,
wherein RF energy flowing from the first output port is
coupled to the second input port.

Example 3 includes the phase shifter of example 2 wherein
RF energy flowing from the first output port is coupled to the
second input port through at least one other intervening
switching circulator.

Example 4 includes the phase shifter of examples 2 or 3
wherein the first short circuit has a first phase length that
reflects RF energy back into the first short circuit port with a
reference phase shift.

Example 5 includes the phase shifter of any of examples
2-4 wherein the first short circuit has a first phase length that
reflects RF energy back into the first short circuit port with a
first phase shift of other than zero degrees; and wherein the
second short circuit has a second phase length that reflects RF
energy back into the second short circuit port with a second
phase shift that is different than the first phase shift.

Example 6 includes the phase shifter of any of examples
2-5 further comprising a bit driver coupled to the first switch-
ing circulator and the second switching circulator by at least
one magnetizing winding; wherein the bit driver sends a
polarized current pulse through the at least one magnetizing
winding that runs through the first switching circulator and
the second switching circulator.

Example 7 includes the phase shifter of any of examples
2-6 the first switching circulator and the second switching
circulator together defining a bit of the multi-bit phase shifter;
where the bit is in a first state when the first short circuit is
switched in by the first switching circulator, and the bitisina
second state when the second short circuit is switched in by
the second switching circulator.

Example 8 includes the phase shifter of any of example 7
wherein RF energy flowing through the first switching circu-
lator and the second switching circulator makes the same total
number of circulator pass-throughs regardless of whether the
bit is in the first state or the second state.

Example 9 includes a method to phase shift an RF signal,
the method comprising: selecting between a first phase shift
value and a second phase shift value; switching a flow of RF
energy into a first short circuit coupled to a first switching
circulator but not a second short circuit of the second switch-
ing circulator when the first phase shift value is selected; and
switching the flow of RF energy into the second short circuit
coupled to the second switching circulator but not the first
short circuit of the first switching circulator when the second
phase shift value is selected; wherein the first switching cir-
culator comprising a first input port, a first output port, and a
first short circuit port coupled to the first short circuit and the
second switching circulator further comprising a second
input port, a second output port, and a second short circuit
port coupled to the second short circuit, wherein RF energy
flowing from the first output port of the first switching circu-
lator is coupled to the second input port of the second switch-
ing circulator.
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Example 10 includes the method of example 9, wherein the
first short circuit has a first phase length that reflects RF
energy back into the first short circuit port with a reference
phase shift.

Example 11 includes the method of examples 9 or 10
wherein the first short circuit has a first phase length that
reflects RF energy back into the first short circuit port with a
first phase shift of other than zero degrees; and wherein the
second short circuit has a second phase length that reflects RF
energy back into the second short circuit port with a second
phase shift that is different than the first phase shift.

Example 12 includes the method of any of examples 9-11,
wherein switching the flow of RF energy into the first short
circuit and switching the flow of RF energy into the second
short circuit further comprises: sending a polarized current
pulse through at least one magnetizing winding that runs
through the first switching circulator and the second switch-
ing circulator.

Example 13 includes the method of any of examples 9-12,
the first switching circulator and the second switching circu-
lator together defining a bit of a multi-bit phase shifter; where
the bit is in a first state when the first short circuit is switched
in by the first switching circulator, and the bit is in a second
state when the second short circuit is switched in by the
second switching circulator.

Example 14 includes the method of example 13, wherein
RF energy flowing through the first switching circulator and
the second switching circulator makes the same total number
of circulator pass-throughs regardless of whether the bit is in
the first state or the second state.

Example 15 includes a system comprising at least one
multi-bit phase shifter, the at least one multi-bit phase shifter
comprising: a plurality of switch circulator pairs coupled in
series to define an RF energy waveguide path, each of the
plurality of switch circulator pairs defining a bit of the multi-
bit phase shifter; wherein a first switch circulator pair of the
plurality of switch circulator pairs comprises: a first switch-
ing circulator having a first port coupled to a first short circuit
of a first phase length; and a second switching circulator
coupled in series with the first switching circulator, the sec-
ond switching circulator having a second port coupled to a
second short circuit of a second phase length, the second
switching circulator configured to switch in the second short
circuit when the first short circuit is switched out by the first
switching circulator, and switch out the second short circuit
when the first short circuit is switched in by the first switching
circulator.

Example 16 includes the method of example 15, the at least
one multi-bit phase shifter further comprising a second
switch circulator pair of the plurality of switch circulator
pairs, the second switch circulator pair comprising: a third
switching circulator having a third port coupled to a third
short circuit of a third phase length; and a fourth switching
circulator coupled in series with the third switching circula-
tor, the fourth switching circulator having a fourth port
coupled to a fourth short circuit of a fourth phase length, the
fourth switching circulator configured to switch in the fourth
short circuit when the third short circuit is switched out by the
third switching circulator, and switch out the fourth short
circuit when the third short circuit is switched in by the third
switching circulator; and wherein the first switching circula-
tor, the second switching circulator, the third switching cir-
culator and the fourth switching circulator are coupled
together in series.
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Example 17 includes the method of examples 15 or 16,
wherein the first short circuit has a first phase length that
reflects RF energy back into the first port with a reference
phase shift.

Example 18 includes the method of any of examples 15-17,
wherein the first short circuit has a first phase length that
reflects RF energy back into the first port with a first phase
shift of other than zero degrees; and wherein the second short
circuit has a second phase length that reflects RF energy back
into the second port with a phase shift different than the first
phase shift.

Example 19 includes the method of any of examples 15-18,
further comprising: a first electrical component that outputs a
first RF signal; a second electrical component that outputs a
second RF signal; and a phase controller; wherein the at least
one multi-bit phase shifter modifies a signal phase of the first
RF signal relative to a signal phase of the second RF signal
based on an output provided by the phase controller.

Example 20 includes the method of example 19, further
comprising a bit driver coupled to the first switching circula-
tor and the second switching circulator by at least one mag-
netizing winding; wherein the bit driver sends a polarized
current pulse through the at least one magnetizing winding
that runs through the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator; and wherein the bit driver is responsive
to the an output provided by the phase controller.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement, which is calculated to
achieve the same purpose, may be substituted for the specific
embodiment shown. This application is intended to cover any
adaptations or variations of the present disclosure. Therefore,
it is manifestly intended that this invention be limited only by
the claims and the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A multi-bit phase shifter comprising:

a first switching circulator having a first port coupled to a
first short circuit of a first phase length; and

a second switching circulator coupled in series with the
first switching circulator, the second switching circula-
tor having a second port coupled to a second short circuit
of'a second phase length;

a bit driver coupled to the first switching circulator and the
second switching circulator, wherein the bit driver
switches the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator as a pair such that the second short
circuit is switched in when the first short circuit is
switched out, and the first short circuit is switched out
when the second short circuit is switched in.

2. The phase shifter of claim 1,

the first switching circulator further comprising a first input
port, a first output port, and a first short circuit port
coupled to the first short circuit;

the second switching circulator further comprising a sec-
ond input port, a second output port, and a second short
circuit port coupled to the second short circuit, wherein
RF energy flowing from the first output port is coupled to
the second input port.

3. The phase shifter of claim 2, wherein RF energy flowing
from the first output port is coupled to the second input port
through at least one other intervening switching circulator.

4. The phase shifter of claim 2, wherein the first short
circuit has a first phase length that reflects RF energy back
into the first short circuit port with a reference phase shift.
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5. The phase shifter of claim 2, wherein the first short
circuit has a first phase length that reflects RF energy back
into the first short circuit port with a first phase shift of other
than zero degrees; and

wherein the second short circuit has a second phase length
that reflects RF energy back into the second short circuit
port with a second phase shift that is different than the
first phase shift.

6. The phase shifter of claim 1, wherein the bit driver is
coupled to the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator by at least one magnetizing winding;

wherein the bit driver sends a polarized current pulse
through the at least one magnetizing winding that runs
through the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator.

7. The phase shifter of claim 1, the first switching circulator
and the second switching circulator together defining a bit of
the multi-bit phase shifter; where the bitis in a first state when
the first short circuit is switched in by the first switching
circulator, and the bit is in a second state when the second
short circuit is switched in by the second switching circulator.

8. The phase shifter of claim 7, wherein RF energy flowing
through the first switching circulator and the second switch-
ing circulator makes the same total number of circulator
pass-throughs regardless of whether the bit is in the first state
or the second state.

9. A system comprising at least one multi-bit phase shifter,
the at least one multi-bit phase shifter comprising:

a plurality of switch circulator pairs coupled in series to
define an RF energy waveguide path, each of the plural-
ity of switch circulator pairs defining a bit of the multi-
bit phase shifter;

wherein a first switch circulator pair of the plurality of
switch circulator pairs comprises:

a first switching circulator having a first port coupled to
a first short circuit of a first phase length; and

a second switching circulator coupled in series with the
first switching circulator, the second switching circu-
lator having a second port coupled to a second short
circuit of a second phase length;

a bit driver coupled to the first switching circulator and
the second switching circulator, wherein the bit driver
switches the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator as a pair such that the second
short circuit is switched in when the first short circuit
is switched out, and the first short circuit is switched
out when the second short circuit is switched in.

10. The system of claim 9, the at least one multi-bit phase
shifter further comprising a second switch circulator pair of
the plurality of switch circulator pairs, the second switch
circulator pair comprising:

a third switching circulator having a third port coupled to a

third short circuit of a third phase length; and

a fourth switching circulator coupled in series with the
third switching circulator, the fourth switching circula-
tor having a fourth port coupled to a fourth short circuit
of a fourth phase length, the fourth switching circulator
configured to switch in the fourth short circuit when the
third short circuit is switched out by the third switching
circulator, and switch out the fourth short circuit when
the third short circuit is switched in by the third switch-
ing circulator; and

wherein the first switching circulator, the second switching
circulator, the third switching circulator and the fourth
switching circulator are coupled together in series.
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11. The system of claim 9, wherein the first short circuit has
a first phase length that reflects RF energy back into the first
port with a reference phase shift.

12. The system of claim 9, wherein the first short circuit has
a first phase length that reflects RF energy back into the first
port with a first phase shift of other than zero degrees; and

wherein the second short circuit has a second phase length

that reflects RF energy back into the second port with a
phase shift different than the first phase shift.

13. The system of claim 9, further comprising:

a first electrical component that outputs a first RF signal;

a second electrical component that outputs a second RF

signal; and

a phase controller;

wherein the at least one multi-bit phase shifter modifies a

signal phase of the first RF signal relative to a signal
phase of the second RF signal based on an output pro-
vided by the phase controller.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the bit driver is
coupled to the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator by at least one magnetizing winding;

wherein the bit driver sends a polarized current pulse

through the at least one magnetizing winding that runs
through the first switching circulator and the second
switching circulator; and

wherein the bit driver is responsive to the an output pro-

vided by the phase controller.
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